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The Ruin of the French Afaaufattures inevitable, if a Door be opened for our Goods into French. 
The Rejetting the Treaty of Commerce, which bas provided for admitting our Goods into. France, 45 the 


only Hindrance of our Trade. 


Thofe Men who oppofe the delivering our Trade from that Edindrance, are Betrayers, not Prefervers 


the Britifh Commerce. 


f 


If we cannot take off the high Duties on French Wines, we may bring the Portugal Wines up to them, 


and [o make the Treaty Effett ual another way. 
This no Damage to Trade. 


If there were no Wine drank in England at all, it could be no Lofs to the publick Stock. 
All our Confumption of Foreign Produttion is a Lofs tothe National Wealth. 
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ROM what has been faid of the Impoffibility 

, of the French imitating our Britifh*Manufa- 
Cures, feveral ufeful Inferences may be drawn, 
which may ferve to enlighten us much in the 
prefent Difputes about Trade. 


1. That from hence it. follows, that the entire Over- 

throw of the French Manufacturing, depends upon the 
° ’ . <? > 

opening a Door into France for our Manufactures upon 


- moderate Duties., 


2. That the Treaty of Commerce having effectually 
provided for that, the rejecting the faid Treaty of Com- 
merce is the great Hindrance of our Trade, and will be 
the only future Reafon of all the Injury that can be done 


- toour Manufa@ures by the French. 


The firft of thefe is plain from the three laft ZER- 


CATOR S, where it is prov’d clearly, that the French 


arrived to the prefent Advantages in the Manufacturing 
of Wooll, meerly by their opprefling our Woollen- 
Manufactures with high Duties, and at laft with a Pro- 
hibition. If they could not maintain their ManufaQures 
without loading ours, then freeing ours from thofe Du- 
tics and Prohibitions, wherewith they were loaded and 
opprefs'd, will be a means to overthrow the French 
Manufa tures again, and reftore the Englifh Trade : This 
is fo plan, that it needs no farther Difcourfe. 


What muft thofe Men mean then that oppofe our de- 
livering the Britilh Commerce from the Burthens and 
Taxes which have opprefsd it fo much in France, and 
are fill fo blind as to fhur our Manufa@ures out of that 
Kingdom! Are they Briti{h Merchants! Or Betrayers of 
the Briti/h Merchants! Ave they Prefervers of the Bri- 
tifh Commerce, or declar'd Enemies of the Britith, and 
Prefervers of the French Commerce! Can any thing in 
Nature be more plain than this, that to keep our Manu- 


~ 


factures out of a Country, is to ruin our Trade to that 


Country ! What can’ thefe wretched Polititians fay for 
themfelves, and what Pretence can they make for fo 
grofs, fo palpable’a piece of Treachery. 


All they pretend to fay, for indeed it is but a Pretence, 
and a very forry Pretence too, is this, viz. That we will 
not Trade ith them, kecaufe their Tradeto us will 
over-ballance us. ? 


Was ever any Pretence in the World fo lame, fo ri- 
diculous, when the Treaty it felf is fo plain to the con- 
trary; that really one would not care to open the 
French Eyes too much to it, leaft the Inequality fhould 
put them upon endeavouring to prevent us init: Does 
not the Treaty leave us entirely ‘at Liberty, and keep 
them bound? Are not the Words thus, ** Whenever 
“ the Parliament of Britainy thall reduce the Duty on 
“ French Goods tothe fame rate which is paid for Gaods 
“ of like Quality from ortker Nations: Then, the 
‘© French King fhall take off all the French Duties on 
“ our Manufactures back to the Year 1664. and fhall 
“ never lay the fame on again. Thus the French are 
bound, and it isin our Choice to do the other Part, or 
not do it, without any Limitation of Time to us, but 
whenever we think fit to do it, they are ry'd down by 
the Treaty to do their Part, leaving the Power wholly 
in our own Hand, fo to load the Imports from France 
here, that they can never Over-ballance us, that it will 
be morally impoflible they fhculd, we can either let 
them reft where they are, or add to them, only that we 
muft bring other Duties of the like Goods up to them. 


Now is not the Pretence of the French Over-ballan- 
cing our Trade a meer Sham ? Can we not carry up the 
Duty of their Wines, and of all Wines and Brandy, 
even to a kind of a Prohibition, fo to leffen the Con- 
fumption, and bring the Trade to what pitch we 
pleafe ! 


And 



























































wi this ts what the MERCATOR meant, when 
Hy~he mentioned the Folly of the Portugal Mer- 
in making fuch a foolifh Oppofition to this Trea- 
aed in their joyning to infulc the Government upon 
terice of the Portugal Treaty ; and when the 
FRCATOR faid, that if they could not bring the 
paty up tothe Trade, they might bring. the Trade up 
*9%5 the Tieny. | 





The Miniftry have made a Treaty with all the regard 
that was poflible on one hand to the Trade, and-on the 
other hand with all] the deference, to. the Parliament ; 
leaving it in their Harids to make effectual thefe Two 
Articles, or not to make them effectual, as they chink 
fir. 


Now if the Parliament does not think good to 
make them effectual one way, they may another ; and if 
they do not take ‘off the Duries of French Wines on 
one band, it is hoped they may, whenever they pleafe, 
lay on higher Duties on all other Wines on the orher 
hand ; and as there cannot be the fame reafon for an 
Objeétion in this Cafe, as before, fo there can be no 
difficulty in the thing, for it cannot be faid then, that 
the French, will Over-ballance us in Returns ; and yet 
the Claufe in the Treaty would be complied with, (viz.) 
That no higher Duties would be paid for French Goods 
than for Goods of the like Quality from other 
Countries. 


All that the Portugal Merchants can object in fuch 
a Cafe, would be, that the Quantity of Wines to be 
Confamed in England, would be much leflened ; and 
whether that would bea Lofs or a Gain to the Nation, 
remains for them to explain; or whether it would be 
for or againft our foreign Commerce, will be hard for 
them to decide. 


Nay, it is believed it will be hard for them to prove, 
that ic will be a Lofsto the Publick Stock, if there 
were no Wines at all drank in Great-Britain ; If then 
the leflening the Confumption of Wines in England be 
no Lofs to the Publick Stock, 4s  mo/P certain, what 
can be objeéted why the Duty of Portugal V’ines, and 
Spanith and Italian Wines, I mean fuch as are of like 
Quality with the French, fhould not be raifed up to 
Two and fifty Pounds per Ton ? And thus this Treaty 
may be made effectual in fpight of thefe Men, and the 
Miniftry be Bullied and Infulred by them no longer ; 
fox if they put it this way, none can Oppofe it, but it 
muft be from an open profeft Principle of private 
or Party-Intereft, which no true Patriot can juftify 
them in. 


Nor would this affect the whole Spanifh Wine Trade ; 

for all the Canaries and Sherries, and moft of the Ali- 

- cant and Malaga’s would be exempted, as not being of 
the like Quality of the French Wines. 


This being then fo eafie a way to make the French 
Treaty of Commerce effectual, and a way againft which 
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none of the popular Objection of Over-ballancing us 
can lye, and a way which in the general will be a real 
Gain to the Nation, by leflening an Importation which 
goes wholly out of the Publick Stock of the Nation ; 
what can be faid, why we fhould lofe the Exportation 
of a Million a Year in Manufactures and Merchandizes 
to France, rather than do ir? : 


The not doing this all this while, isa fignal Tefti- 
mony of the mildeft and moft ep Adminiftration in 
the World, under the grofleft Infules imaginable. 


It is evident, the aim of the Government, in the 
Treaty of Commerce with France, was to obtain a 
free Admiffion of the Woollen ManufaSures of this 
Kingdom into France, upon reafonable and moderate 
Duties, fuch as might recover fuch a Branch of our 
Trade, and fo much to our Advantage, which had for 
fome Years been loft to the Nation. 


The Oppofition which has been made to this, and the 
Treatment the Government has met with in Profecution 
of their good Intentions, has been evident; and yet 
they had it always in their Power to have brought it 
to pafs another way, and a lefs agreeable way, even to 


the Men who Oppofed them, and have courteoutly de- 
clined it. 


Had the other courfe been taken, had the French Wines 
been left where they are, and the Portugal Wines raifed 
up to alevel'’with them, to make good the Treaty, as 
abovefaid, would not the Portugal Merchants have Pe- 
titioned to have had the Articles made effeétual the other 
way : yes, and have thought themfelves delivered from 
a Blow upon their Commerce, by leflening the Con- 
fumption of Wine in England. | 


Now what if no Wine were to be drank in England, 
what would be our Cafe, I mean in Trade ? It is certain 
the Confumption of Wine, as of all Goods of foreign 
Growth confumed in England, is fo much dead Lofs to 
the Publick Stock ; Confimption of our own Growth 
is not fo, becaufe it employs our Land and our People. 


It would be a fad thing indeed to fome People, to 
talk of a no Wine; but fpeaking of Trade, it 
would be aftually faving of fo much Money a Year to 
the Publick Stock as is paid for Wine, which is at leaft 
3000091. per Annum; fo that leffening the Confumption 
of Wine at home, is a Gain and no Lofs to us, and there- 
fore can be no Grievancc———Who then could have the 
Face to oppofe an Offer to obtain the admittance of our 
Goods into France, for an Article which in itfelf was fo 
far from being a Grievance to the Nation, as that it 
fhould be itfelf a Gain ro the Publick Stock ? 





This feems to be the fhorteft way to put an End to 
this popular Queftion, and to make the ate of Com- 
merce with France effectual, without the leaft prejudice 
to the Trade of the Nation. 
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